DEPARTMENT OF GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT

ORIGINATING SECTION: Planning

REPORT TO: Planning & Highways Committee

TITLE: Petition supporting an application for full planning

permission for the following development:

‘Retention of shed to front terrace to be used as food
bank (Use Class F2)’ — Ref: 10/23/0207, at

74 Queens Park Road
Blackburn
BB1 1SE

WARD: Audley and Queens Park

Councillor: Altaf Patel
Councillor: Ehsan Raja
Councillor: Salim Sidat
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PURPOSE OF REPORT

To inform Members of the receipt of a petition supporting a current planning
application relating to the retention of shed to front terrace to be used as food
bank (Use Class F2). The application premises is 74 Queens Park Road,
Blackburn, BB1 1SE.

The application is submitted by Mr Mohammed Kathrada.

BACKGROUND AND DETAILS

The planning application (Ref: 10/23/0207) was received by the Council on
12t March 2023, and was subsequently validated on 5" April 2023. 8
notification letters were sent to the neighbours of the closest adjacent
properties. The statutory 21 day consultation period expired on 28" April 2023
for those letters. A site notice was also displayed outside of the site on 17
April 2023, which expires on 121" May 2023.

The petition was initially received by the LPA on 2" May 2023. The petition
supports the application. The comments received generally support the
services offered by the food bank to the community. Sheets containing 115
signatures were initially received, which have been provided by residents and
occupants of nearby addresses. Additional sheets were subsequently
received on the 5", 9" and 11" May, containing a further 89 signatures, which
brings the total to 204. The petitions and covering letter are appended to this
report.
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The grounds of support are summarised as:

» Great need for the foodbank due to food poverty and cost of living crisis;
» Project been running since Covid pandemic;
» Project run by volunteers

Members are advised that assessment of the planning application is ongoing
and that all material issues that must be considered in the decision making
process will be addressed during the course of the application. Once finalised,
the Officer Report will be forwarded to the Committee Chairman to clarify
whether or not the application should be referred to Planning and Highways
Committee for determination. The statutory 8 week determination date expires
30" May 2023.

RECOMMENDATION

That the petition be noted by Members and that the lead petitioner be informed
of any decision taken, including the outcome of the application.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

The petition subject of this report, including signatures and comments.

Planning application 10/23/0207.

CONTACT OFFICER: Christian Barton, Planning Officer, Development
Management.

DATE PREPARED: 11" May 2023
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Blackbum with Darwven Youth Awareness Project
T4 Queens Park Road

Blackbum

Lancashire

BB1 1SE

04/05/2023

Covering letter Blackburm with Darwen Youth Awareness Project — Community Fridge
Shed planning reference; 10/23/0207

Intro -The Shed — The shed has been put up to stock surplus foods rescued from branded
supermarkets within Blackbum and Darwen and Lancashire-wide that would usually be thrown
into waste when stores close, the sumplus foods are made up of Breads, fruits, vegetables,
and at times ready meals that have passad their best before date on the night of collection.
These foods are checked and stored in crates and covered inside the shed ovemight, for
security, health, and safety purposes including hygiene. The shed also has chilled cooler
hoxes to temporarily store any ready meals ovemight should the project collect any.

Dwring the day, in the moming the project has a rota of volunteers with a minimum 2 volunteers
and a maximum of 3, Volunteers are women who are residents from Audley and CQueens Park
wards, Volunteers are trained up to Level 2 food hygiene and safety qualification.

The volunteers, prepare the foldable plastic food counters o be placed outside of the garden
heside the property fence, usually two plastic counters are placed, or two counters and one
table to place vegetahle crates. During the time of preparation no public or sernvice users are
allowed to come and wait on the public footpath oron the property door step, the lead volunteer
wiould otherwise ask them to come back at an allocated time, the setting of the food counters
can take anywhere from 10mins to half an hour set-up, depending on the volume of surplus
foods received.

Once set up and food has been placed inside the counters or on the table, the counters are
open to the general public, residents, and sernvice users to access. At least 2 volunizers are
on hand to support and oversee the public accessing the counters making sure there are no
or reduced single file cues, no loud chatting, or individuals loitering about. The volunteer also
checks for any rubbish left on the public footpath before and after the counters are put out to
ensure no wrapping, packaging, or other rubbish is left. At least 2 volunteers stay within the
shed premise for up to an hour whilst individuals come and collect the free surplus foods for
the purpose of anyone needed help, support, and information.

sually, the food counters become empty within the first hour of the counter becoming
available to the public, each senvice user has about 5 minutes or less to collect so those who
are waiting around can also access the surplus foods. Once empty or half empty, if the project
has more surplus food in the shed, this would then be put out by a volunteer. If there is no
surplus, then the food counters would be taken down and put away inside the shed.

The food counters and a table is out most days, as the project collects each night, and usually
vy 7pm the counters are taken down Monday to Friday, during weekends by 5 pm or earlier.

Email Address
Follow us on Facebcuuk:_
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All of our volunteers, a frained to deal with individuals with mental health issues and those
affected by Drugs and Alcohol and are ahle to signposts for local services support, Spark
Recovery, CommuntiyCWS, and MNightsafe for young people.

Sumplus food collections — Blackbum with Darwen Youth Awareness Project — have registersd
with the supermarket charities surplus instore food scheme to allocate surplus from Asda and
Tesco stores. The project received text alerts from 7.30 pm until 8 pm for any surplus collection
request and allocated time to collect, our project collection slot is from 8.20 pm until 10 pm.
We hawve two Volunteer drivers and food collectors who go out and collect the surplus
allocated. Once collected from each supermarket surplus foods are brought back to he placed
in crates and coverad inside the Shed. By 10:30 pm the surplus food is stored, and the shed
door is closed, the project does not operate after this time.

Food Packs — The project provides free food packs; referral is made through the social media
platform and a text message to the project mohile phone for Blackbum with Darwen residents
aimed at those who are moving into rented accommodation from homeless accommodations,
families who are seeking refuge and asylum, individuals in safe houses who are vulnerable,
elderly individuals isclated from local services, from GPF sumeries and mental health and
wellbeing senvices. The project provides an allocated time during the day for refemers and
support workers to collect from the Shed, as the food packs are pre-ready meaning handover
is within one minute of collection so there is no waiting time.

Project Contribution offers — The project is registered with Fareshare Recycling Lives where
the project pays a membership fee to purchase Ambient items in bulk made up of tins, soft
drinks, snacks, and chilled items. Every Thursday from & pmuntil 7 pm from the shed we open
these products to the senvice users at a minimum conftribution cost, the contribution raised
from this activity goes towards the membership fee, fuel cost, and volunteer experiences. We
have 2 volunteers supporting this activity during the allocated times ensuring there is reduced
noise, queuing is small, also a quick and easy collection for individuals, The project would post
on the broadcast virtual nofice board through Whatzapp. The project volunteer travels to the
fareshare warehouse in Preston and collects the product to bring back to the project.

Insurance, policies and procedures — Blackbum with Darwen Youth Awareness Project and all
of its activities including the food project are covered by appropriate and up-to-date liahility
insurance under the project name this covers volunteers’ and senvice users’ policies including
equipment usage.

All volunteers parficipating in the delivery of the food project are trained to level 2 food hygiene
and are all up to date with their qualifications and leaming as well as trained in conflict
resolution and mental health awareness.

The project is registered with Blackburn with Darwen Council Food standard agency since we
started, however hecause of the issue with Neighbour at Mo 76 and trying to sort out the shed
through Planning, we have been unable to contact the Food Standard agency to check our
service and provide an up to date report and rating, this will be done once the project knows
the outcome from the Council Planning team on the Community Fridge Shed.

Inside Shed — Shed has been ventilated with silver bubble foils on the ceiling and walls to
retain cool air and heat ensuring fins and fresh produce are commectly stored at as correct room
temperature, there are 3 cooler boxes to place chilled-only items in with ice packs. There is a
portable sink installed with a water storage attached, this is the one used for camping outdoor
usage. There is a space area for the plastic foldable counters to he placed alongside folding
tables. The is regulated with daily temperature checks ensuring all foods are okay to consume.
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Waste including food waste — The project under the name of Mohammed Kathrada, has a
waste permit issued by the council and has access to the property waste and recycling hins,
any other rubhish left on a public footpath and not just from the side of food counters volunteers
would collect and place in the public bins provided on the side of the street on Queens Park
Road, or place in large bin bags to place in the property bin.

Food waste — any leftover food waste would be taken back to the supermarkets to be disposed
of safely each night including cardboarnd boxes.

We, on behalf of Blackbum with Darwen Youth Awareness Project hope this cover letter
provides insight into the delivery of our reduction of food waste project for our community. We
asked that the planning panel takes into consideration the petitions provided, and the letter of
support sent out by neighbours, residents and service users to councillors in support of this
well-needed and established project. We would also encourage counsellors and the planning
team to come and visit our food project to see it first-hand.

FPlease find below photographic images of the delivery of the project in support of the planning
application for the shed to stay.

Regards,
Riyaz Patel

Chairperson

Mohammed Kathrada
Treasurer

(Homeowner 74 Queens Park Road)
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Please find helow photographic images of the sort of support we are providing in the
community in such a positive way

YAP community engagement cleaning up a land.
Filled with fly-tipping bags and waste, volunteers.
And YAP young people support residents to

cleaner up the unused land. X 53
Youth club at a mosque in area. Providing

foods from surplus rescued food products

located inside Spark Recovery Centre

Email Address [
Follow us on Facebook:_
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One of the project food counters located
inside CommunityCVS building.




The project food counters are located on Queens

Park Road with residents collecting from all walks
of life. Men and Women collecting.

Pemail.com

Meet Irleen one of the project’s eldest volunteer who
has been assisting in the delivery of the food project t
and has gained Level 2 food hygiene gualification at
the age of 76 years pictured in the centre alongside
the female volunteer lead in the right and Sharon
from Social care in the |eft.
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| Petition summary and Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/0207 f e
| background —
Action petitioned for We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent
the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in
| the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
| been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed
[ service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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background
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Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/0207

We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent

the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has

been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local |

volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing 2 great needed
service In our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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Petition summary and
background

Action petitioned for
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I"Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10}2_3;’1]20?

i We, the undcrsign:d,_am GD;CL'II'IL‘d r;s idents of Blackburn with Darwen whao urge our councillors to act now to prevent
| the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in

the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise

in housing living cost. This project has

been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed

service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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T Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed - Planning Reference: 10/23/0207

| We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent 1
the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed

service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed - Planning Reference: 10/23/0207

‘ Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our counclllors to act now to prevent
the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local

volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing
service in our community. Please 5ave our Community Fridge Shed.
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Petition summary and Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/0207 |
background
Action petitioned for We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent
the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed
service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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[Petition summary and | Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/020
background | —
Action petitioned for ‘We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent

the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need withinour community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has |
been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local |
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed
service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed. |
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[ Petition summary and Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed - Planning Reference: 10/23/0207
| background | .
| Action petitioned for We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent

the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there Is a great need within our community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
| been running since Cowid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by lecal
| volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed
service In our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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Petition summary and

background

Action petitioned for

We, the unrdersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent

the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in
the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed

service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/0207

| We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent |

| the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in |
| the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has
been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local

| volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed |

|

service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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“Petition summary and | Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/0207
Background ‘

Action petitioned for We, the undersigned, are concemned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councilors to act now to prevent the
BwD Youth Awareness project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in the Audley
and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has been running
since Covid Pandemic first started and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local volunteers,
children, young people, and families including local mental health and wellbeing services. We Need the shed to continue

| operating and providing a greatly needed service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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[ Eeti:;n summary and | Blackbum with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed - Planning Reference: 10/23/0207 |
ackground |

Action petitioned for We, the undersigned, are concemned residents of Blackbum with Darwen who urge our councilors to act now to prevent the

| BwD Youth Awareness project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in the Audley
and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has been running

since Covid Pandemic first started and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local volunteers,

children, young people, and families including local mental health and wellbeing services. We Need the shed to continue

operating and providing a greatly needed service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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Petition summary and
Background

Blackbumn with Darwen Youlh Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed — Planning Reference: 10/23/0207

[Action petitioned for

We, the undersigned, are concemed residents of Blackbumn with Darwen who urge our councilors to act now to prevent the
BwD Youth Awareness project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in the Audley
and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has been running
since Covid Pandemic first started and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local volunteers,
children, young people, and families including local mental health and wellbeing services. We Need the shed to continue
operating and providing a greatly needed service in our cormunity. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed. ¥ ~
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Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed = Planning Reference: 10/23/0207
:::B‘:?]\:::;:f::tif ‘Zﬂ:?rncd reshkms of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councillors to act now to prevent |
it P:t’krﬂ,e: hf'dle Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in

A e p;n“;m I\mrth regard to Food poverty and the hi_lhu rise in housing living cost. This project has
Volinbeats, chIddais yeurs b enl| ¢ first start and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local
R comm’u‘r’vlt ¥ people and familles. We Need the shed to continue operating and providing a great needed ‘
y. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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Petition summary and | Co}vvﬂumn&ge?"ed ~ Planning R

Background |
: re concemed res e Darwen whi ——————ad now to prevent the
’ Action petiioned for | We, the undersigned, ara concamed residents of Blackbum with Danwen who urge our councilors 10 acli r’\olw;nmpme’mmey
BwD Youth Awareness project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there i 3 great need within our community M.a e A

the kigher rise in housing living cost This projedt has 3
/ roject by local volunteers,

and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and 1 the p
since Covid Pandemic first started and has been highly appraised of the dally running of !
. ntinue
children, young peopie, and families including local menta! health and welibeing services, We Need the shed to O
| operating and providing a greatly needed service in our community Please Save our Community Fridge Shed. __
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Petition summary and Blackburn with Darwen Youth Awareness Project C

| background
to prevent

of Blackburn with Darwen ‘who urge our councillors to act now
here Is a great need within our community located in
se in housing living cost. This project has
the daily running of the project by local |
wviding a great needed

| Action petitioned for | We, the undersigned, are concerned residents
| the BwD Youth Awareness Project Fridge Shed to be taken down, t

|
| | the Audley and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher ri

been running since Covid Pandemic first start and has been highly appraised of
volunteers, children, young people and families. We Need the shed to continue operating and pro
service in our community, Please Save our Community Fridge Shed.
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| [Petition ar;wmary and | Blackbum with Darwen Youth Awareness Project Community Fridge Shed - 'Piannmg Reference: 10,

12310207
1 | Background
["Action pefitioned for | We, the undersigned, are concerned residents of Blackburn with Darwen who urge our councilors to act now to prevent the |
BwD Youth Awareness project Fridge Shed to be taken down, there is a great need within our community located in the Audley '
[ and Queens Park ward with regard to Food poverty and the higher rise in housing living cost. This project has been running \
| since Covid Pandemic first started and has been highly appraised of the daily running of the project by local voluntese
| | children, young people, and families including local mental health and wellbeing services. We Need the shed to continue
L - operating and providing a greatly needed service in our community. Please Save our Community Fridge Shed
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